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(Ireland  Coins,  Tokens,  etc.  Worldwide  1 Cent  Pieces, 
World  Types) 

1330- MT  Dr.  Karl  Gabrisch,  U 6,  11,  D-6800  Mannheim  1,  West  Germany 
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DONATIONS  REPORT 


We  wish  to  acknowledge  receipt  of  the  following  donations  since  the 
last  report: 
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Anonymous 
Boeshaar,  David  F. 
Brandes,  Fred 
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Campbell,  I,  C.  G. 
LeLacheur,  John  W. 
LeLacheur,  John  W. 
Muchmore,  Charles 
Oliva  Collection 
Thannisch,  G.  D. 
Thannisch,  Go  D. 
Tomlinson,  Robert  L, 
Virili,  F.  L. 

(NVS  = No  Value  Stat 


Donation  and 
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$5.00  Cash 
1 Coin  (NVS) 

$1.00  Cash 

215  Coins  ($615.95) 

3 Tokens  (NVS) 

1 Coin  (NVS) 

25  Coins  (NVS) 
$50.00  Cash 
$5.00  Cash 
3 Coins  (NVS) 

56  Coins  ($160.85) 

8 Notes  ($38.25) 
$10.00  Cash 
$12. 40  Cash 

l by  Donor) 


Preference  of  Use 

NI  Library  Fund 
NI  Reference  Collection 
General  Operating  Fund 
NI  Reference  Collection 
NI  Reference  Collection 
NI  Reference  Collection 
NI  Reference  Collection 
NI  Bulletin  Fund 
General  Operating  Fund 
NI  Reference  Collection 
NI  Reference  Collection 
NI  Reference  Collection 
NI  Library  Fund 
General  Operating  Fund 


OOOOO 


LIBRARIAN'S  REPORT 

I.  Acknowledgement  is  noted  below  to  members  who  have  kindly  donated 
material  to  the  NI  Library: 

W.  A.  Haskell 

BRADFIELD,  EISTON  G.  & SMEDLEY,  GLENN  B.  Introduction  to  Numis- 
matics, A Symposium.  Pub.  1967;  ^8  pp.,  illus. 

BROWN,  M.  RALPH . Mexican  Revolutionary  Bills  I9I3-I7.  Pub. 

1950,  26  pp.,  illus. 

WORMSER,  MORITZ.  German  Siege  Pieces  from  the  16th  to  the  l8th 
Century.  Pub.  1915,  13 PP;  illus. 

EKLUND,  0.  P.  The  Copper  Coins  of  Austria-Hungary.  Pub.  1962, 
l6pp,  illus. 

TROWBRIDGE,  RICHARD  J.  History,  Coinage,  Paper  Notes  and  Medals 
of  Edward  VIII  of  Great  Britain.  Pub.  1970,  55PP;  illus. 

EKLUND,  0.  P.  Copper  Coins  of  the  German  Empire.  Pub.  1970, 

5 pp.,  illus. 

LAWRENCE,  JIMMIE  N.  The  Foreign  Paper  Money  Story  and  Encyclo- 
pedia. Pub.  ca  1970,  72pp,  illus. 
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A.NoA.  The  Dictionary  of  Numismatic  Terms.  Pub.  1970,  20  pp., 
not  illus. 


Richard  Upton 


KELLER,  ARNOLD.  Das  Papiergeld  der  Deatschen  Kolonien.  Pub.  1967, 
l42pp,  illus . 

MEYER,  HANS.  Das  Papiemotgeld  von  Baden  1914-1924.  Pub.  1973; 
57pp,  illus. 

SCHULZE,  OTTO  ERNST.  Rund  um  das  Spendengeld-Einst  u.  Jetzt, 

Vom  Baustein,  von  der  Opfergabe  in  Medaille,  Munze  und  Papier- 
geld. Pub.  1967,  19PP;  illus. 

LEINER,  DR.  ULRICH.  Das  Notgeld  der  Stadt  "Konstanz".  Pub. 

1972,  36pp,  illus. 

EKLUND,  0.  P.  & WOODBURN,  HELEN.  German  War  Tokens  "Notgeld". 

Pub.  i960,  178pp.,  illus. 

SCHULZE,  OTTO  ERNST.  Bielefeld  im  Geld  der  Not  1914-1924.  Pub. 
1967,  10pp,  not  illus. 

MEYER,  HANS.  Deutsches  Papiemotgeld  1914  bis  zu  beginn  der 
hochinflation. 

Heft  1.  Rheinprovinz.  Pub.  1971,  33PP>  illus. 

Heft  2.  Westfalen.  Pub.  1971,  32pp,  illus. 

Heft  3.  Sudwestdeutschland.  Pub.  1972,  31PP;  illus. 

MEYER,  HANS.  Das  Papiemotgeld  von  Wurttemberg  1914-1924.  Pub. 

1973,  72pp,  illus. 

MEYER,  HANS.  Das  Deutsche  Notgeld  Private  Notmunzen  19 19 -1923* 
West-und  Suddeutschland  (Nordrhein-Westfalen,  Hessen,  Pfalz, 
Saarland,  Baden,  Wurttemberg,  Elsass,  Lothringen  und  Bayern. 

Pub . 1971,  4lpp,  not  illus. 

MEHL,  MANFRED.  Das  Papiemotgeld  von  Mecklenburg  und  Vorpommem 
1914-1923.  Pub.  1972,  40  pp,  illus. 

JANSEN,  HEINZ.  Das  Deutsche  Notgeld,  Offizielle  Notmunzen, 

1919-1923. 

Heft  1.  Rheinprovinz  und  Provinz  Westfalen.  Pub.  1971, 

22pp,  illus . 

Heft  2.  Pfalz,  Hessen  mit  Hessen-Nassau,  Lothringen  und 
Elsass.  Pub.  1971;  13 PP;  illus. 

Heft  3»  Baden,  Hohenzollem,  Wurttemberg.  Pub.  1971;  20pp, 
illus . 

Heft  4.  Bayern.  Pub.  1971;  2Spp,  illus. 

Heft  5*  Anhalt,  Sachsen,  Thuringen  und  Provinz  Sachsen. 

Pub.  1972,  I6pp,  illus. 

Heft  6=  Norddeutschland.  Hannover,  Braunschweig,  Bremen, 
Oldenburg,  Hamburg  und  Schleswig-Holstein,  Meck- 
lenburg, Pormmem.  Pub.  1972,  l6pp,  illus. 

Heft  7.  Brandenburg,  Posen,  Preussen  und  Schlesien.  Pub. 

1972,  21pp,  illus. 

FUNCK,  WALTER.  German  Porcelain  Coins.  Pub.  1954,  12pp,  not  illus. 

BANYAI,  RICHARD  A.  The  Legal  and  Monetary  Aspects  of  the  Hun- 
garian Hyper- inflat ion  1949-1946.  Pub.  1971,  28pp,  illus. 
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KELLER,  ARNOLD.  Das  Deutsche  Notgeld  Katalog  Kleingeldscheine 
1916-1922.  IV.  Teil;  Serienscheine . Pub.  1975>  295pp, 
w/plates.  (Reviewed  in  July  1979  NT  Bulletin) . 

KELLER,  ARNOLD.  Das  Notgeld  der  Deutschen  Inflation  1922. 

Pub.  1975,  lOopp,  w/plates. 

KELLER,  ARNOLD.  Das  Notgeld  der  Deutschen  Inflation  I923. 

Vol.  1.  (Books  1-4).  Pub.  1975*  600pp,  w/plates. 

Vol.  2.  (Books  5-8).  Pub.  1975*  601pp,  w/plates. 

The  above  and  all  other  references  previously  published  in  these 
reports,  and  in  the  1976  edition  of  the  NI  Library  List,  are  avail- 
able for  30-day  loan  periods. 

II.  Our  thanks  to  W.  A.  Haskell  and  Randolph  Zander  who,  in  addition 
to  the  above  books,  have  also  sent  a number  of  catalogues  and  maga- 
zines. 

III.  For  the  information  of  those  of  you  who  have  not  yet  borrowed 
books  from  the  library,  it  is  not  necessary  to  include  postage  when 
you  submit  your  request.  You  will  be  billed  for  the  amount  of  post- 
age and  insurance  with  the  books  when  they  are  shipped  to  you. 

IV.  One  of  the  difficulties  in  writing  this  monthly  report  is  that 
it  is  now  the  20th  of  March  and  you  are  reading  this  sometime  in  May. 
As  a result  I am  never  sure  if  any  of  my  requests  for  donations  fall 
on  fertile  ground  until  about  three  months  after  I have  made  my 
pitch.  Assuming  in  advance  of  your  continued  support,  please  re- 
member that  your  gifts  to  the  library  are  very  important,  for  without 
them  we  cannot  grow.  Your  advice  is  needed  to  direct  our  growth  and 
your  use  of  the  library  makes  it  all  worthwhile.  If  you  wonder  what 
to  give,  look  back  over  my  previous  requests,  or  look  at  your  own 
library  and  suggest  titles.  If  you  wonder  what  advice  to  give,  just 
let  me  know  what  you  would  expect  to  see  on  our  shelves  if  you  were 
borrowing  to  study  your  area  of  interest.  Finally,  if  we  do  not 
have  it,  we  might  be  able  to  locate  it  through  the  inter-library 
exchange  program  we  have  set  up,  so  let  me  hear  from  you. 

Granvyl  G.  Hulse,  Jr. 

NI  Librarian 

OOOOO 


EDITOR'S  CORNER 

As  far  as  articles  are  concerned,  we  are  currently  in  the  best  shape 
ever.  We  have  about  k months  of  articles  prepared  and  waiting  for 
space,  plus  about  another  40  pages  in  stages  of  preparation  for 
printing.  Our  apologies  to  contributing  authors  for  delays  in  getting 
your  material  in  print,  we  will  get  it  in  an  issue  as  soon  as  possible. 
Material  currently  awaiting  printing  includes  for  your  information: 

"JHABUA,  Again",  by  Richard  K.  Bright. 

"The  FAO  Coinages",  by  I.  C.  G.  Campbell. 

"What  Goes  on  Here?",  by  Bill  Mullan 

"Royal  Imperial  Family  Scenes",  by  I.  C.  G.  Campbell. 

"Coins  of  the  German  Colonies:  an  historical  overview",  by  W.  A. 

Haskell. 

(Continued  on  page  1^2) 
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LETTERS  TO  THE  EDITOR 


Plaudits  for  W.  A.  Haskell's  "War  Coinage"  article 


I am  writing  in  response  to  Mr.  W.  A.  Haskell's  fine  article  "War 
Coinage:  Occupation,  Military  & Puppet  States"  (NIB,  March  1977, 

pp. 72-93) » I found  this  to  be  very  interesting  and  commend  Mr. 
Haskell.  I have  a few  additional  bits  of  information  that  you  may 
forward  to  him  regarding  his  section  on  Norway  (page  89). 

I assume  he  has  used  Bjorn  R.  Ronning's  text  Norges  Mynter  og  Penge- 
sedler  etter  1874  as  all  his  mintage  figures  are  identical  to  that 
author's.  He  then  can  also  use  this  same  source  for  information 
about  the  paper  notes  issued  on  the  Norges  Bank  in  London  by  the 
Norwegian  government' in  exile.  There  are  two  issues,  one  dated  1942 
and  the  other  1944.  The  1942  notes  were  not  called  "Krigssedlar" 

(War  Notes)  and  with  the  exception  of  the  1 and  2 Kroner  values  were 
watermarked.  These  notes:  5,  10,  50,  100,  500  & 1000  Kroner  dated 

1942  were  never  placed  into  circulation.  In  1944,  using  a similar 
design  but  different  colors,  the  values  5,  10,  50  & 100  Kroner  were 
printed  with  the  designation  of  "Krigssedlar".  These  four  values, 
along  with  the  1 & 2 Kroner  notes  of  1942  were  issued  to  the  reoccupy- 
ing forces  sent  to  Norway  near  the  end  of  the  war.  Collectable  today 
are  the  1 and  2 Kroner  1942  and  5,  10,  50  and  100  Kroner  1944  issues 
as  these  were  circulated  for  a very  brief  time.  To  my  knowledge  the 
5 thru  1000  Kroner  1942  watermarked  series  never  reached  the  general 
public  and  the  few  examples  are  only  found  in  the  Norges  Bank  and 
Royal  Mint  Cabinet  collections  in  Oslo  and  they  are  "Specimens". 

I send  this  information  as  the  statement  of  Mr.  Haskell  "although  the 
latter  two  were  reportedly  not  issed."  is  misleading  because  correct- 
ly it  was  the  5,  10,  50,  100,  500  and  1000  Kroner  which  were  not 
issued  of  those  notes  dated  1942. 

As  the  notes  of  1944  were  not  watermarked,  had  different  colors  and 
were  of  a slightly  different  design,  Mr.  Ronning  and  other  authors 
designate  these  notes  separately  from  the  1942  issue. 

I hope  these  remarks  are  informative  and  clarify  Mr.  Haskell's  general 
remarks  about  the  Norwegian  London  notes. 

Walt  Jellura,  NI  #1145 

Anameim,  California 


Adds  French  Indo  China  information  to  Haskell's  "War  Coinage"  article 

I liked  the  article:  "War  Coinage:  Occupation,  Military  & Puppet 

States",  by  W.  A.  Haskell  (NIB,  March  1977,  pp. 72-93),  but  I would 
like  to  make  a couple  of  corrections  and  additional  information  about 
the  French  Indochina  coinage  from  my  research  records. 

The  YV30  1 Cent  was  issued  in  1940  with  a disc  device,  and  1940-41 
with  the  rose  laurel  in  two  varieties:  11  and  12  petals.  The  1940 
with  the  disc  device  was  minted  at  the  Paris  Mint  before  the  Vichy 
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Government o The  1 Cent  coins  with  the  rose  laurel,  and  the  1 and  5 
Cent  coins  (YV32  and  YV33)  were  minted  in  Hanoi  in  unknown  quantities 
The  YV32  and  YV33  coins  are  known  with  minor  edge  varieties.  The 
denomination  of  these  coins,  and  all  other  minor  coins  of  French  Indo 
china,  is  CENT,  not  Centimes. 

The  YV31  l/4  Cent  is  a very  mysterious  coin.  The  1941  is  only  known 
in  Lead,  not  Zinc.  At  best  they  could  be  very  poor  patterns  develop- 
ed in  Hanoi,  but  there  are  too  many  of  them.  I believe  the  1941  is 
a fantasy  coin  made  by  a Chinese  coin  dealer  in  Saigon,  but  I haven't 
found  the  final  piece  of  evidence:  the  decree,  which  will  put  the 

last  nail  in  the  coffin  for  this  coin(?).  The  1942-44  coins  were 
minted  by  the  Osaka  Mint,  Japan  in  zinc.  The  1942  and  1943  coins 
were  minted  in  several  hundreds  of  millions  each,  but  the  few  avail- 
able records  show  that  only  800,000  of  the  1942  coins  were  issued 
in  Tonkin  (North  Viet  Nam).  There  are  no  records  of  the  1943  and 
1944  coins  being  issued.  The  1943  is  hard  to  find,  but  the  1944  has 
only  one  known  at  this  time.  The  1944  could  be  a die  trial? 

In  my  opinion  the  1942-45  coins  of  Tnailand  should  have  also  been 
included  in  the  article.  Thailand  was  run  by  a puppet  government 
and  at  the  mercy  of  the  Japanese.  I am  very  interested  in  learning 
about  the  lead  1941  l/4  Cent  coins,  but  any  further  information 
about  other  Southeast  Asian  coins  would  be  helpful  to  my  research. 

Howard  A.  Daniel,  III,  NI  #1144 

AP0  New  York 


Compliments  the  NI  BUT.T.FTIN  and  its  contributing  authors 


I have  just  received  the  latest  NI  BULLETIN,  March  1977>  and  it  is 
an  excellent  publication  as  usual.  I only  regret  that  I did  not 
join  NI  sooner  to  receive  the  earlier  bulletins.  John  Hunter  had 
been  urging  me  for  many  years  to  join,  and  also  Granvyl  Hulse  in 
the  mid  1960's. 

In  my  opinion,  as  former  research  editor  of  World  Coins  magazine, 
the  NI  Bulletin  is  the  best  numismatic  publication  in  America  at 
present;  containing  articles  of  original  research  (not  just  rehashes 
of  other  articles)  and  serving  as  a clearing  house  for  serious  numis- 
matists in  the  foreign  field.  Furthermore  it  is  not  encumbered  with 
a multitude  of  commercial  advertisements  which  are  necessary  to  a 
commercial  numismatic  magazine. 

The  articles  by  Mr.  Deyell  on  the  alphabets  on  early  Indian  coins 
are  invaluable  and  I hope  he  continues  to  write  these.  I possess 
detailed  information  on  the  modem  alphabets  of  India  (about  20 
alphabets)  including  Bengali  which  Mr.  Panish  requested.  Bengali 
also  occurs  on  certain  other  Indian  coins  (other  than  Tripura).  I 
have  been  researching  the  history  and  devlopment  of  the  alphabets  of 
the  world  for  nearly  27  years  and  can  identify  and  transliterate 
over  300  alphabets.  I have  books  (grammars  and  dictionaries)  on 
nearly  100  languages,  so  that  I can  transliterate,  and  in  most  cases 
translate,  texts  on  all  coins  and  paper  money  issued,  especially 
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those  issued  during  the  past  400  years. 

I would  be  willing  to  transliterate  any  texts  in  the  non-Roman 
scripts  for  NI  members. 


John  G.  Humphris,  NI  #126? 
Sidney,  Ohio 


Answers  David  Block's  criticism  of  translation  of  Keller  introduction 

Reference  the  poor  quality  of  Darnell's  translation  (NIB,  April  1971, 
p.lll).  Constructive  criticism  is  welcomed,  in  order  for  the  work 
to  be  corrected.  I would  be  grateful  if  the  editor  would  pass  on 
such  criticism,  together  with  those  of  his  staff.  Names  are  of  no 
interest;  accuracy  is.  For  some  words,  there  can  be  no  direct  trans- 
lation. As  a self-taught  would-be  translator,  I thought  this  work 
important  enough  to  justify  the  effort,  on  behalf  of  non-German  speak- 
ing notgeld  collectors,  in  the  same  way  that  Dr.  Keller  was  anxious 
to  impart  with  his  own  knowledge  of  the  subject.  Does  Mr.  Block  not 
share  this  view? 

A year  of  painstaking  work  has  gone  into  translation  of  the  Foreword 
to  this  catalog,  which  is  now  almost  ready,  but  maybe  the  sense  of 
that,  too,  is  garbled,  and  I wish  to  do  justice  to  Dr.  Keller's  good 
work. 

R.  A.  Darnell,  NI  #1266 

S.  Glamorgan,  United  Kingdom 

(Ed.:  In  the  interest  of  getting  the  translation  of  Dr.  Keller's 

Foreword  translated  and  published,  which  is  most  important  to  the 
collectors  of  this  series  who  do  not  read  German,  perhaps  Mr.  Block, 
or  another  NI  member  fluent  in  German,  would  like  to  check  over  the 
translation  and  confer  with  Mr.  Darnell  to  attain  the  best  accuracy 
possible.) 


Le  Lacheur's  Mekong  Valley  bar  article  get  response  from  South  Africa 
Dear  Mr.  Le  Lacheur, 

I read  a recent  article  on  the  Bronze  and  Silver  Bars  of  the  Mekong 
Valley  with  great  interest.  (NIB,  October  1976,  PP*351+-360) . Fact- 
ual papers  like  yours  add  a great  deal  to  the  available  knowledge. 

My  own  interest  lies  in  the  older  weight  and  currency  systems  of 
Burma  where  I spent  several  years.  Since  the  connections  of  Burma 
with  Nanchao  and  north  Thailand  were  strong  I have  now  had  to  turn 
my  interests  to  those  countries  also.  It  is  in  this  connection  that 
I am  writing  to  you.  I would  be  very  glad  of  any  help  you  can  give 
me  in  connection  with  the  following  problems. 

l)  Could  you  give  me  the  masses  of  any  other  of  the  lat,  tok  and 
ngon  hoi  currencies  - other  than  those  you  have  quoted  already. 

For  my  work  I need  nunfcers  and  I cull  the  catalogues,  etc.  for  them. 

Ikl 


Any  that  you  have  may  considerably  speed  my  work.  If  they  could  be 
classified,  say  by  Cresswell's  system,  this  would  be  an  asset. 

2)  The  signs  on  the  Burmese  weights  enabled  me  to  unravel  a number 
of  problems  connected  with  the  chronological  sequence  of  the  weights. 
These  also  I would  like  to  know  about  insofar  as  they  occur  on  the 
north  Siam  currencies  in  your  possession,  if  you  would  be  so  kind. 

Incidentally,  I did  start  on  dating  the  Burmese  weights  by  relating 
the  styles  and  decoration  to  those  of  the  pagodas  but  it  proved  too 
time-consuming  and  costly  to  continue  apart  from  the  fact  that  little 
work  has  been  done  on  dating  any  except  the  largest  of  the  pagodas. 

Donald  Gear, 

c/o  Mr.  A.  C.  Hutchinson, 

P.  0.  Box  1317; 

Pretoria,  South  Africa 

(Ed.:  Perhaps  other  NI  members  might  be  able  to  furnish  some  of  the 

requested  information  to  Mr.  Gear.) 


EDITOR'S  COMER  (Continued  from  page  138): 

"Coins  of  Poland's  Jagiello  Dynasty",  by  Arthur  J.  Majewski 
"INDIA.  .States,  Mints,  Etc.,  Revisited",  by  W.  H.  Major 
"A  French  King  for  the  Dutch",  by  W.  E.  Mullein 

"Addenda  et  Corrigenda  - 1.  Islamic  Calendars  and  2.  Iranian  Coinage 
(Numismatic  Frontiers)",  by  I.  C.  G.  Campbell 
"Two  Hoards  of  Unknown  Early  Type  Indian  Coins",  by  I.  C.  G.  Campbell 
"British  Trade  Dollar  1904/ 1898  Overdate",  by  John  Le  Lacheur 
"The  Significance  of  Coin  Hoards",  by  I.  C.  G.  Campbell 
"My  First  Collection,  or  'Threepenny  Bits'",  by  I.  C.  G.  Campbell 
"The  First  Aluminum  Coins",  by  Joel  Anderson 

We  have  several  reprints  for  use  in  leaner  days  of  originally  written 
articles.  They  include: 

"The  Coins  of  Cilician  Armenia",  by  Kenneth  A.  Jacob 
"Coins  of  England",  (continuation  from  October  1975  NI  Bulletin) 
"History  of  a Bank  of  England  Note",  by  Charles  Dickens 
"Spanish  Currency",  by  A.  de  Foville 

You  will  not  be  seeing  any  of  the  above  reprints  before  1978;  probab- 
ly, as  originally  written  articles  take  priority. 

Our  limited  budget  requires  that  we  hold  each  month's  issue  to  32 
pages,  unless  sufficient  donations  have  been  built  up  in  the  NI 
Bulletin  Fund  to  warrant  printing  additional  sheets  which  cost  about 
$20.00  per  sheet  (4  pages  of  bulletin).  This  month,  thanks  to  John 
LeLacheur's  $50.00  donation  to  the  fund,  we  are  printing  a 36-page 
issue.  Perhaps  in  future  months,  we  can  print  larger  issues  on 
occasion. 

Even  though  we  have  a record  crop  of  articles  on  hand  now,  it  does 
not  mean  we  want  you  to  stop  sending  in  material.  You  would  be  sur- 
prised how  fast  the  well  goes  dry  when  nothing  new  is  coming  in. 
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THE  GALLOWAY  HERDS 

A RAMBLE,  NUMISMATIC  IN  PART,  IN  ARCADY. 

by  0.  D.  Cresswell,  Belfast,  Northern  Ireland,  NI  #560 


If  the  most  peaceful  rural  scene  is  examined  under  a magnifying 
glass  we  become  spectators  of  a holocaust  more  fearsome  than  any 
war  ever  waged  by  mortal  man.  So,  when  someone  turns  over  the 
leaf  of  "peaceful"  Kirkudbrightshire  in  1820  we  are  regaled  by  a 
rich  feast  of  eccentrics  and  downright  rascals.  That  leaf  was 
turned  over  for  us  by  a humble  schoolmaster  at  Clauchanpluck,  as 
Laurieston  was  then  called.  The  circumstances  were  unusual  and 
the  result  that  strange  poetical  work,  The  Galloway  Herds,  if  in- 
deed the  work  deserves  the  title  of  poetry. 

In  1820  George  III,  of  Boston  Tea  Party  times,  finally  died  and  the 
Prince  Regent  at  last  gained  the  throne.  One  of  his  first  acts 
was  to  attempt  to  divorce  his  Queen  on  the  grounds  of  adultery,  an 
attempt  that  failed  not  so  much  for  lack  of  evidence  but  through 
the  unreliability  of  the  witnesses  he  produced.  One  of  the  minor 
outcomes  of  this  nine  day  wonder  was  that  Kirkcudbright  Presbytery 
instructed  the  ministers  belonging  to  it  to  omit  any  reference  to 
the  Queen  in  the  prayers  for  the  Royal  Family.  This  was  the  final 
straw  for  one  Samuel  Sturgeon,  schoolmaster  at  Clauchanpluck,  though 
we  may  well  suspect  that  there  had  been  a good  many  earlier  straws 
before  this  last  one  broke  the  pedagogic  poet's  back.  Realising 
the  rich  irony  and  moreover  relishing  it  to  the  full  he  wrote  a 
long  poem  about  the  ministers  of  Kirkcudbright  Presbytery.  To  put 
it  in  a nutshell  he  called  them  hypocrits  for  casting  stones  at  the 
Queen  when  they,  in  their  private  lives,  lived  in  the  most  fragile 
of  glass  houses . The  outcome  of  David  against  Goliath,  despite  the 
Biblical  exception,  is  always  that  David  takes  a clobbering  and 
poor  Sturgeon  lost  his  post  as  schoolmaster  and  moreover  with  the 
appointment  of  teachers  being  one  of  the  perks  of  the  clergy  he  had 
not  a hope  of  ever  standing  in  front  of  a blackboard  again.  Nothing 
definite  is  known  of  his  fate  though  rumour  has  it  that  he  died  in 
Jamaica.  The  fate  of  his  poem  was  that  every  effort  was  made  to 
suppress  the  manuscript  copies  which  were  circulating,  and  being 
chuckled  over.  Two  copies  survived  and  in  1909  they  were  printed. 

It  is  a rare  book,  my  copy  stating  that  it  is  number  7^+  of  an  edition 
of  75*  Now  let  us  look  at  some  of  the  verses  and  tie  them  up  with 
some  of  the  Communion  Tokens  of  the  area,  though  I must  admit  that 
a couple  of  the  pastors,  or  Herds,  are  so  rich  specimens  that  I 
have  included  them  despite  the  fact  that  no  Token  can  be  tied  in 
with  them. 

We  start  with  Girthon,  now  the  church  of  Gatehouse  of  Fleet,  the 
home  of  the  Trade  Token  I wrote  about  last  year  (NIB,  Feb.  1976, 

PP. 65-66).  The  minister  was  Robert  Jeffrey  and  Sturgeon  could  throw 
nothing  worse  at  him  than  to  hint  at  Arminianism.  Perhaps  this  is 
because  Girthon  Bob  did  in  fact  include  the  Queen  in  his  prayers 
and  so  escaped  the  worst  of  Sturgeon's  tongue.  Jeffrey  was  ordained 
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in  l8l8  and  holds  some 
sort  of  record  by  build- 
ing a new  church  the 
same  year.  He  died  in 
1844,  having  le:ft  the 
Church  of  Scotland  at 
the  Disruption  shortly 
before  his  death.  Numis- 
matically  he  is  represent- 
ed by  Token  #1  which 
bears  his  name. 

Leaving  Girthon  we  will  move  on  to  the  coastal  parish  of  Rerrick, 
or  Rerwick  as  it  is  sometimes  written.  Here  the  minister  was  James 
Thomson.  As  the  poet  says  . . . 

Solway  - side  1 Solway  - side  1 
Your  muddy  nose  hide  , 

And  your  dark  metaphysical  face  , man  ; 

Tho'  ye  rail  at  the  Queen  , 

If  wi ' her  ye  had  been  , 

Ye  had  loupen  the  faulk  dykes  of  grace  , man  . 

This  example  shows  both  the  lack  of  inspiration  from  the  muse  suffer- 
ed by  Sturgeon  and  at  the  same  time  the  acid  in  which  he  dipped  his 
pen.  Thomson  had  the  reputation  of  being  a "gey  Boy"  among  the 
lassies  and  underlined  this  late  in  life  by  marrying  a dairy  maid. 

His  initials  appear  on  Token  #2. 


We  move  on  to  the  pleasant  county  town  of  Kirkcudbright  where  the 
minister  was  George  Hamilton.  In  1820  he  was  only  twenty-six,  hence 
Sturgeon's  reference  . . . 

Young  Hammy  1 Young  Hammy  I 
Gae  back  to  your  mammy  , 

Since  ye  canna  say  " God  Bless  the  Queen"  , man  , 
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Was  it  conscience  debarred  ye  ? 

No  . self  - interest  marred  ye  , 

To  humour  poor  auld  " Whiskey  Jean  " , man  . 

Hamilton's  initials  appear  on  Token  #3  which  was  made  for  Whiskey 
Jean,  the  fond  nick-name  for  Kirkcudbright,  in  1821.  He  died  in 
1836  and  his  widow  must  have  outlived  all  the  other  people  stirred 
up  by  the  Galloway  Herds  as  she  still  survived  in  1905  at  the  age 
of  105.  Perhaps  she  even  saw  the  poem  in  print. 

On  now  to  St.  John's  Town  of  Dairy,  famous  in  Convenanting  history. 
Here  we  have  no  Token  to  tie  in  with  the  story  but  the  minister, 
Alexander  MacGowan,  is  so  rich  a specimen  of  humanity  I feel  we 
must  have  a look  at  him.  At  his  death  he  was  described  as  an  excel- 
lent Hebrew  scholar  with  great  ignorance  of  the  world.  Eccentric 
he  was  ... 


Ye  ' re  of  primative  mould, 

For  ye  dyke  and  ye  mend  your  ain  shoon  , man 

...  as  Sturgeon  puts  it,  but  we  can  forgive  him  any  little  oddity 
when  we  remember  that  he  reared  a family  of  seventeen  on  his  pittance 
of  a salary.  His  wife  must  have  been  a tough  lady  for  despite  bear- 
ing seventeen  children  she  survived  to  the  ripe  old  age  of  ninety- 
eight. 

Another  not  tied  in  by  a Token  but  too  weird  and  wonderful  to  neglect 
was  Factor  James  of  Balmaghie.  This  was  James  Henderson  who  wa 3 
fond  of  the  silver,  doubled  up  as  Factor,  or  manager,  of  Balmaghie 
Estate  as  well  as  minister.  One  story  told  of  his  meanness  concerns 
an  iron  grate  he  ordered  from  the  local  blacksmith  but  when  he 
picked  up  one  second  hand  at  a lower  price  than  he  had  agreed  he 
refused  delivery.  The  sequel  to  this  came  one  day  when  the  minister 
came  across  the  local  ferryman,  the  worse  for  drink.  When  the 
minister  asked  where  he  had  been  the  ferryman  replied  "Hell".  Sar- 
castically Henderson  asked  if  he  had  met  any  acquaintances  there. 

The  answer  must  have  silenced  Factor  James  . . "Aye.  I met  the 
blacksmith  and  he  was  going  round  with  a grate  over  his  shoulder 
asking  everyone  if  the  Balmaghie  minister  had  arrived  yet."  Sturgeon 
had  him  taped  . . . 


Factor  James  . Factor  James  . 

Tho ' the  Presbytery  blames  , 

And  grudges  your  lucrative  living  . 

Yet  , James  , never  fash  , 

But  hoard  up  the  cash  , 

For  gain's  the  touchstone  o'  believing. 


We  move  on  to  Tongland,  whicn  despite  its 
Chinese  sounding  name  is  a rural  parish  near 
Kirkcudbright,  where  the  minister  was  Thomas 
Brown.  His  initials  appear  on  Token  #4  and 
all  Sturgeon  can  throw  at  him  is  to  hint  he 
joined  the  anti -Queen  party  in  the  hope  of 
preferment.  A few  years  later  he  got  the 
plum  of  a Glasgow  parish  so  maybe  he  knew 
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what  he  was  doing.  The  neighbouring  parish  of  Twynholm  was  in  the 
care  of  John  Williamson  who  received  what  was  probably  the  most 
barbed  arrow  from  Sturgeon’s  quiver.  . . 


Actor  John  . Actor  John  . 

Let  fomies  alone  , 

Keep  mind  that  ye  once  had  your  time  of  it  . 
Tho ' your  works  were  soon  shown  , 

Nae  doubt  they  were  sown 

In  the  heat  of  a tropical  climate  . 


I'm  afraid  I cannot  throw  any  light  on  the  reference  to  a tropical 
climate  but  the  reference  to  fornication  is  to  the  good  (?)  pastor's 
marriage  in  1803-  His  good  wife  presented  him,  and  the  parish,  with 
a baby  boy,  but  unfortunately  for  the  cleric's  reputation  the  child 
made  its  appearance  rather  too  soon  after  the  wedding.  I think  the 
tag  "Actor  John"  comes  from  Williamson's  performance  before  the 
Presbytery  when  called  upon  to  offer  some  explanation.  It  would 
puzzle  most  men  to  offer  any  explanation  that  had  any  hope  of  accept- 
ance but  Actor  John  was  equal  to  the  emergency.  He  denied  patemityl 
The  Presbytery  were,  or  said  they  were,  satisfied.  (I  wonder  what 
his  wife  said  when  she  got  him  home.)  The  child  so  rudely  deprived 
of  an  ancestry  was  later  minister  of  Tongland  and  his  father's  (?) 
initials  appear  on  Token  #5 • 


On  Token  #6  appear  the  initials  of  James  Gordon  of  Borgue  of  whom 
Sturgeon  could  offer  no  worse  insult  than  "Grim".  Maybe  Borgue  was 
too  far  removed  from  Laurieston  for  any  worthwhile  scandal  to  circu- 
late, but  if  little  can  be  related  about  Gordon  of  Borgue  that  could 
harm  him  there  was  plenty  of  ammuntion  to  use  on  Thomas  Turnbull  of 
Anwoth.  We  can  let  pass  the  reference  to  intemperance,  still  not 
unknown  in  Scotland,  and  have  a look  at  these  enigmatic  lines  . . . 


Nae  doubt  ye  were  crouse 
When  ye  hung  up  the  goose  , 

To  think  brutes  they  wad  learn  by  example 


This  stems  from  an  inci- 


land  allocated  to  the 
minister  as  part  of  his 
stipend.  Turnbull 


dent  when  the  minister 
found  a flock  of  geese 
trespassing  on  one  of 


the  fields  of  the  glebe. 


preached  them  a sermon 
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but  when  they  returned  to  their  wrongdoing  he  hanged  one  of  them  as 
an  example  to  the  rest.  You  will  find  his  name  on  Token  #7  and  if 
the  animal  protection  people  would  have  been  after  his  blood  nowa- 
days the  Temperance  people  would  have  sniffed  whiskey  in  his  nick- 
name "Tumbowl" . 

Although  no  Token  can  be  adduced  for  the  inclusion  of  John  Sibbald 
of  Kirkmabreck  I just  could  not  keep  him  for  private  enjoyment  as  a 
specimen  of  the  weird  and  wonderful  human  race.  Sturgeon  delineates 
him  thus  . . . 


John  Sibbald.  John  Sibbald  . 

Ye  loved  for  to  quibble  , 

Till  Cockbum  he  gied  ye  your  ditty. 

But  take  care  of  yerself  , 

Or  ye'll  gang  straight  to  hell  , 

For  squeezing  the  neck  of  your  titty  . 

No  wonder  the  Presbytery  hounded  Sturgeon  out  of  the  country  and 
tried  to  get  rid  of  any  copy  of  the  Galloway  Herds  they  could  lay 
their  hands  on  for  this  was  no  mere  indiscretion  of  heretical 
leaning.  The  story  seems  to  be  that  Sibbald’ s sister  acted  as  his 
housekeeper  before  his  marriage.  When  this  occurred  she  showed 
reluctance  to  leave  and  Sibbald  was  rumoured  to  have  strangled  her. 
Without  any  effective  police  force  anything  seems  to  have  gone. 

Token  #8  comes  from  the  time  of  John  Maitland, 
minister  of  Minnigaff.  This  parish  is  now  an 
outlier  of  Newton  Stewart  though  far  older  than 
that  newcomer  to  Galloway.  Nothing  again  can  be 
thrown  at  the  good  minister,  again  we  may  note 
it  is  far  removed  from  Laurieston,  and  having 
found  one  honest  man  it  is  a good  time  to  leave 
our  numismatic/ scandal  mongering  tour  of  Kirkcud- 
bright a hundred  and  fifty  years  ago. 
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NEW  ISSUES  WITH  ASSIGNED  YEOMAN  NUMBEHS 

(The  catalog  numbers  assigned  to  new  issue  listings  published  here 
are  supplied  by  special  arrangement  with  Current  Coins  of  the  World, 
published  and  copyrighted  by  Western  Publishing  Co.,  Inc.,  Whitman 
Coin  Products,  Racine,  Wise.,  USA.  No  further  use  of  these  numbers 
in  any  other  publications  is  authorized.) 

* Collectors'  Coins 

ANGOLA 

Y22a  10  Centavos  1974,  Aluminum 
CYPRUS 

Y48  500  Mils  1977;  Cupro -Nickel  (32.31mm) 

Y49  1 Pound  1977;  Cupro-Nickel  (38.61mm) 

*Y48a  500  Mils  1977;  *925  Silver  (32.31mm) 

*Y49a  1 Pound  1977;  *925  Silver  (38.61mm) 

(All  above:  Summer  1974  Conflict) 


(Continued  on  page  156) 
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BULL  & HORSEMAN 
COINS  OF  INDIA 

by  R.  R.  Kutcher,  Research  Associate,  University  of  Nebraska 


The  earliest  coins  of  the  "Bull  and  Horseman"  of  India  are  much 
clearer  than  the  later  coins  of  this  type  and  show  the  bull  lying 
down  facing  left.  The  bull  has  a yoke  and  a pronounced  hump,  and 
an  inscription  of  some  type  surrounds  the  bull. 


Bull  No.  1 


Horseman  No.  1 


The  horseman  faces  right  and  the  horse  is  prancing.  The  rider  some- 
times carries  a shield  and  sometimes  a spear  or  bow.  The  rump  of 
both  the  bull  and  horse  contain  dots  or  lines  or  both,  which  are  on 
later  coins  corrupted  to  stars  and  or  flowers.  The  other  outlines 
are  also  corrupted  with  the  inscription  making  it  nearly  impossible 
to  make  out  the  bull  or  horseman.  The  rumps  are  usually  all  that 
are  discernible  on  the  later  coins,  and  are  shown  as  large  ovals 
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with  dots,  stars  or  flowers  within. 


Horseman  No . 2 


Bull  No.  2 


Bull  No.  3 
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The  earliest  coins  also  contain  a higher  degree  of  silver  than  do 
the  latter  ones. 


by  James  E.  Baker,  Lamar,  Arkansas,  NI  #1225 


With  the  coinage  reform  of  the  French  Revolution,  a coin  of  two 
decimes  was  introduced.  It  was  never  a popular  coin,  because  of 
its  excessive  size  and  weight  in  relation  to  its  value.  It  was 
coined  only  at  the  Paris,  Lyons  and  Limoges  mints,  and  only  in  the 
years  4 and  5 of  the  French  Revolutionary  Government. 

In  the  absence  of  accurate  historical  data,  what  follows  is  strictly 
conjectural,  but  in  view  of  the  existence  of  the  piece  illustrated 
by  line  drawing  below,  seems  highly  logical: 


(Continued  on  page  168) 
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AN  INTERESTING  INDIAN  COIN,  MEDAL  OR  TOKEN  — REVISITED 


by  P.  L.  Gupta,  Varanasi,  India,  NI  #1235 

I.  C.  G.  Campbell  published  a short  article  in  the  December  1976 
NI  Bulletin,  p.  422,  about  a piece  of  silver  of  Indian  origin  under 
the  title  "An  Interesting  Indian  Coin,  Medal  or  Token".  Since  the 
issues  of  the  NI  Bulletin  are  despatched  to  me  by  ordinary  sea-mail, 
they  do  not  arrive  for  about  2-3  months  after  their  publication. 
Inasmuch  as  this  issue  had  still  not  arrived,  under  the  suggestion 
of  the  editor  of  the  M Bulletin,  Rev.  Campbell  sent  me  a xerox  copy 
of  the  article  in  advance  with  a request  for  me  to  comment  on  it 
for  publication  in  a subsequent  issue  of  the  NI  Bulletin. 

Rev.  Campbell  is  not  sure  of  the  nature  of  the  silver  piece;  so, 
let  us  examine  first  its  nature. 

"Token",  in  the  context  of  money,  is  generally  understood  as  "money 
current  for  more  than  its  intrinsic  value  as  metal".  Most  of  the 
coins  current  all  over  the  world  today  carry  much  less  or  nominal 
intrinsic  value  than  the  value  for  which  they  are  accepted  in  the 
market  place.  The  piece  in  question,  having  good  intrinsic  value 
as  silver,  would  not  be  "token"  or  "coin"  in  this  sense. 

Thus,  "token"  is  understood  as  a kind  of  metallic  voucher,  issued  by 
private  parties,  redeemable  in  some  current  money  or  goods.  Such 
tokens  are  generally  issued  by  commercial  or  industrial  establish- 
ments for  payment  to  their  employees  or  by  traders  issued  to  their 
customers  to  facilitate  the  purchases.  Such  tokens  were  introduced 
in  India  only  during  the  last  century  by  the  European  tea-planters 
for  payment  to  the  labourers  of  their  tea-gardens.  The  present 
piece  does  not  come  under  the  requirements  of  this  kind  of  token. 

In  India,  a third  kind  of  token  is  known,  issued  by  temples  and  re- 
ligious institutions  in  gold,  silver  and  in  some  base  metals.  Such 
tokens  are  presented  by  their  issuers  to  those  visitors  who  come  to 
them  and  place  before  them  some  good  offerings.  These  tokens  have 
some  intrinsic  value  in  their  metal  but  carry  no  face  value  and  are 
not  redeemable  in  any  manner.  The  present  piece  has  undoubtedly 
some  intrinsic  value;  but  its  faces  do  not  carry  any  religious  senti 
ments  as  seen  on  these  tokens.  The  piece  in  not  token  even  in  this 
sense.  In  short,  I am  clear  in  my  mind  that  it  is  not  any  kind  of 
token. 

Then,  is  is  a medal?  The  idea  of  medal  in  India,  is  quite  early. 

My  good  friend  Jnan  Chandra  has  culled  out  several  references  from 
our  ancient  literature,  which  suggest  that  the  rulers  honoured  their 
warriors  and  courtiers  with  some  kind  of  metal  pieces  for  their 
meritorious  or  commendable  deeds.  Their  actual  form  is  not  possible 
to  know.  However,  clear  evidence  of  medals  is  available  in  the 
Mughal  period.  Emperor  Jahangir  used  to  bestow  upon  his  favourite 
Amirs  and  most  devoted  servants  medals  of  gold  with  his  portrait, 
which  were  worn  respectfully  on  the  shash  or  turban  or  on  the  breast 
front.  Details  of  these  medals  are  given  by  Hodivala  in  one  of  the 
chapters  of  his  Historical  Studies  in  Mughal  Numismatics.  A number 
of  these  medals  are  known  today  and  they  are  erroneously  described 
as  coins  in  various  museum  coin  catalogues.  In  later  times  Shah 
Alam  II  had  also  issued  his  portrait  medal  and  a number  of  medals 
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of  the  Nawabs  of  Awadh  are  also  known.  But  all  these  medals  have 
no  suspending  loops  or  ears.  Suspension  of  medals  by  a ribbon  or 
thread  was  unknown  in  India  till  it  was  introduced  by  the  Europeans. 
Any  piece,  even  without  a loop  could  well  be  a medal.  But  then, 
the  medieval  and  even  modem  medals  are  mostly  known  of  round  shape 
and  none  is  known  square.  The  square  shape  of  the  present  piece, 
is  enough  to  reasonably  discard  the  idea  of  its  being  a medal. 


Now  only  remains  to  be  seen  if  the  piece  was  a coin.  Its  heavy 
weight  of  5 Tolas  (c.57  gms)  should,  in  this  case,  be  our  first 
consideration.  Indian  coins  in  gold  or  silver  do  not  generally 
weigh  more  than  one  Tola  ( l8o  grains) . But,  multi-unit  coins 
(multiples  of  unit  coins)  were  quite  frequent  in  India.  Several 
Indo-Greek  rulers  had  issued  decadrachras  in  silver  and  a decastater 
in  gold  was  issued  by  Eucratides,  known  from  a specimen  in  the 
Bibliotheque  Nationale,  Paris.  Alauddin  Khilji,  the  Sultan  of 
Delhi  had  issued  gold  coins  of  5>  20,  30,  40,  50,  60, 70, 80, 90  and 

100  tolas.  His  son  Mubarak  Khilji  issued  coins  of  these  weights 
and  also  of  150  and  200  tolas  in  gold  as  well  as  in  silver.  This 
information  is  recorded  in  a treatise  prepared  by  Thakkur  Pheru, 
the  mint-master  of  Delhi  mint;  but  no  coins  of  these  high  denomin- 
ations of  these  sultans  are  known.  However,  a five-muhar  gold  piece 
of  another  ruler  of  the  Khilji  clan,  Mahmud,  the  Sultan  of  Malwa, 
is  known  in  the  Munich  Museum.  Later  Akbar  introduced  similar  high 
denominational  coins  and  they  are  referred  to  in  the  Ain-i-Akbari  of 
Abul  Fazl.  We  also  have  an  actual  five  muhar  piece  of  Akbar  in  the 
British  Museum.  A similar  piece  of  his  son  Jahangir  is  also  known 
in  the  same  Museum.  A 200  Muhar  piece  of  Sbahjahan  was  seen  during 
the  last  century  by  two  of  our  veteran  numismatists  of  those  days; 
but  its  whereabouts  is  not  now  known.  However,  its  metal  cast 
exists  in  several  museums  of  England  and  the  British  Museum  has  a 
lead  impression  of  the  original  coin.  Now  and  then  some  high  denom- 
inational coins  of  the  later  Mughals  also  come  to  light;  but  so  far 
none  are  known  of  the  value  of  more  than  five  rupees.  It  is  not 
unlikely  that  the  Idea  of  a five  tola  silver  piece  was  borrowed  from 
the  Mughal  issues  and  transferred  into  this  piece.  This  could  be  a 
high  denominational  coin. 

As  coin,  the  square  shape  of  the  piece  and  the  Devanagari  script, 
the  arrangement  of  the  legend  and  the  owner’s  statement  that  the 
piece  had  came  to  him  from  a friend,  who  hailed  from  Rajasthan, 
brings  to  mind  the  early  coinage  of  Mewar  (Udaipur),  as  its  proto- 
type. It  is  very  likely  that  the  idea  of  the  piece  might  have  been 
borrowed  from  the  Mewar  coins. 

But  then,  there  are  certain  considerations  that  make  the  nature  of 
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the  piece  even  as  a coin  extremely  doubtful. 

The  illustration  of  the  piece  (on  the  previous  page)  shows  that  the 
inscription  is  written  in  modem  Devanagari  (Hindi)  script;  and  the 
forms  of  the  letters  show  that  the  piece  could  not  be  dated  to  any 
period  anterior  to  the  nineteenth  century.  Since  this  form  of  the 
letters  are  current  even  today,  it  is  not  unlikely  that  it  was  pro- 
duced within  recent  years.  The  script  makes  it  difficult  to  believe 
that  the  piece  was  lying  in  any  family  for  many  generations. 

The  legend  on  the  side  which  was  called  reverse  by  Rev.  Campbell 
(illustration  on  the  left)  has  been  read  to  him  as  MAHARAJA  PRATHY; 
but  the  correct  reading  would  be  MAHARAJA  PRATHE.  MAHARAJA  as  the 
title  of  Indian  rulers  is  quite  ancient;  and  it  was  borne  out  by 
almost  all  the  rulers  of  the  Native  States  of  the  British  period. 

As  such,  the  legend  suggests  that  it  would  have  been  issued  by  some 
Native  State  ruler  named  Prathe.  But,  the  name  Prathe  is  quite 
peculiar;  it  is  never  expected  to  be  the  name  of  any  person  in  any 
ruling  family  of  Rajasthan  or  for  the  matter  of  that  of  any  part  of 
India.  In  fact,  we  are  not  aware  of  any  ruler  of  this  name  in  any 
line  of  the  rulers  of  Rajasthan  or  elsewhere. 

The  legend  on  the  other  side  called  the  obverse  by  Rev.  Campbell 
(the  center  illustration)  is  BHARAT/bIJE  SAM/1124.  It  has  been 
wrongly  given  in  his  article  as  BHARAT  BIJAY  SINGH.  In  the  second 
line  there  is  no  letter  Y following  the  first  two;  and  the  second 
letter  is  not  without  a medial  sign.  Both  the  letters  bear  medial 
signs  I and  E respectively.  The  third  letter  is  SAM;  it  has  no 
medial  sign  to  read  it  as  SIN,  and  then  it  does  not  follow  with  any 
letter  which  could  be  read  as  GH.  There  is  nothing  to  say  that  the 
legend  is  imcomplete  or  truncated.  In  its  correct  form,  the  legend 
on  this  side  does  not  bear  any  personal  name,  as  the  reading  of 
Rev.  Campbell  would  suggest. 

The  correct  legend,  if  read  in  continuation  without  any  punctuation, 
would  mean  "The  year*  1124  of  the  conquest  of  Bharat  (i.e.  India)". 
But,  any  era  in  India  is  not  known  to  have  ever  been  reckoned  from 
any  conquest  of  India  by  any  conquerer.  The  meaning  of  the  legend, 
therefore,  would  lead  to  a fictitious  era  of  which  we  do  not  know 
anything.  Perhaps  the  person  who  produced  this  piece  would  not  have 
thought  of  this  meaning.  Therefore,  the  alternate  meaning  would  be 
"Conquest  of  India  : year  1124" . The  phrase  "Conquest  of  India 
(Bharat)"  obviously  suggests  that  the  piece  was  commemorative  and 
was  issued  by  someone  who  claimed  to  be  the  conqueror  of  India. 

This  conquest  was  made  by  him  in  the  year  1124.  If  the  date  is 
taken  to  mean  here  the  Vikrama  era  then  its  corresponding  date  would 
be  1057-58  A.D.  (Deduct  67  from  the  V.E.  to  know  the  A.D,  as  the 
V.E.  commenced  in  68  B.C.).  If  it  is  meant  as  the  Saka  era,  another 
era  current  in  this  country,  it  would  come  to  1201  A.D.  (S.E.  com- 
menced in  the  year  78  A.D.).  Hijri  is  the  third  era,  by  which  the 
dates  are  reckoned  in  India  and  it  was  the  official  era  of  date 
reckoning  during  the  Muslim  period  and  it  was  in  use  even  after  the 
termination  of  the  Mughal  rule  in  the  official  records  of  the  English 
administrators  and  the  native  princes  for  a quite  long  time.  It  is 

*It  should  be  clear  in  the  minds  of  our  western  friends  that  Samvat 
means  "year"  and  not  any  particular  era.  It  is  used  now  understood 
for  Vikram  era  only  by  implication  and  not  as  any  synonym  for  it. 
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seen  on  the  coins  of  a number  of  states.  According  to  this  reckon- 
ing, the  year  1124  began  on  the  9th  February  1712  A.D. 

We  known  for  certain  that  no  one  after  the  decline  of  the  Gupta  em- 
pire could  put  such  claims.  Even  the  mightiest  rulers  of  the  post- 
Gupta  period  had  no  hold  of  any  major  portion  of  India;  and  none  of 
them  ever  made  even  a false  boasting  claim  of  this  nature  in  their 
epigraphs.  As  such,  it  is  unthinkable  that  this  piece  would  have 
been  issued  during  this  period  in  which  the  year  1124  V.E.  falls. 

Then  any  kind  of  such  boast  could  have  been  made  by  some  of  the 
Sultans  of  Delhi  or  the  Mughal  emperors.  The  Saka  era  1124  would 
fall  just  towards  the  rise  of  the  Muslim  power  in  India.  At  that 
time  they  could  not  have  any  such  claim.  Even  if  they  could  have 
had  such  claim,  they  would  have  never  issued  such  a piece  with 
legends  in  the  Devanagari  script.  Moreover,  the  name  of  the  issuer, 
itself  shows  that  it  was  not  issued  by  any  Muslim  ruler.  Now  the 
year  1124  H.E.  falls  in  the  period  when  the  Mughal  power  was  in  de- 
cline; yet  no  Hindu  power  could  dare  to  issue  his  coins  without  re- 
ferring to  the  Mughal  emperor.  Till  this  time  they  were  not  bold 
enough  to  defy  the  Mughal  supremacy  and  claim  any  kind  of  supremacy 
for  themselves.  The  only  other  power,  of  which  we  may  think  of 
being  the  issuer  of  the  piece,  is  the  English.  But,  they  had  no 
standing  of  their  own  till  their  victory  in  the  War  of  Plassy  in 
1757  A.D.  The  Marathas,  in  the  wake  of  their  zeal  of  various  expedi- 
tions, could  well  have  such  a boast.  However,  there  is  no  indication 
on  the  piece  that  could  make  them  the  issuer. 

In  view  of  all  these  facts,  I am  confident  that  this  piece  is  not  any 
coin.  It  is  only  a fantasy  of  some  imaginative  person.  It  would 
not  be  out  of  context  to  say  here  that  for  long  Rawalpindi  was  no- 
torious for  making  false  coins.  Cunningham  has  often,  in  his  writings, 
referred  to  certain  such  person.  Whitehead  was  also  aware  of  the 
activities  of  these  people  and  their  descendants.  After  the  partition 
of  India,  some  of  these  families  moved  to  India.  It  is  suspected 
that  some  of  these  people  are  still  in  this  profession.  In  past  years, 
many  such  pieces  were  circulating  which  were  not  copied  from  any  coin 
but  were  the  results  of  some  fanciful  imaginations.  For  instance, 
silver  Kushana  coins  are  almost  unknown.  Some  genious  person  thought 
of  it  and  produced  silver  coins  from  the  moulds  prepared  out  of  the 
gold  coins.  As  such,  I would  not  be  surprised  if  this  piece  is  also 
a similar  creation  and  it  has  reached  in  the  hands  of  Mr.  Santosh 
Kumar  as  a rare  or  novel  coin. 

(Comment:  In  fairness  to  myself,  the  translation  of  the  script, 

with  which  I am  entirely  unacquainted,  was  that  give  me  by  the  sender 
an  Indian,  so  I presumed  it  to  be  correct.  I.  C.  G.  Campbell.) 

(Editor:  The  following  comment  on  this  same  piece  was  submitted  by 

Robert  L.  Clarke,  Tehran,  Iran.) 

When  in  New  Delhi,  I saw  Santosh  Kumar's  silver  piece.  I told  him 
it  was  probably  a modem  fantasy.  The  piece  was  not  struck  but  the 
symbols  were  soldered  to  a thick  piece  of  silver.  The  lettering  is 
made  of  ( from? ) a thin  silver  sheet.  The  obverse  inscription  is 
missing  the  word  "Singh";  I think  it  reads  Bharat  Bijaj  Sam  1124. 

If  the  date  is  Samvat  1124  the  actual  A.D.  date  will  be  57  years  less 
- i.e.  1067  A.D.  In  case  of  A.H.  1124,  the  A.D.  date  will  be  1712  A.D. 
It  cannot  be  9^8  A.D.  in  any  case. 
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If  it  is  original,  it  was  probably  intended  as  a commemorative 
medal. 

Robert  L.  Clarke,  Tehran,  Iran. 


AN  UNUSUAL  "RAIZ"  COPPER 


by  Richard  K.  Bright,  Robesonia,  Penna.,  NI  #1#9 

Since  my  last  article  on  "Raiz"  coppers  of  India  appeared  in  the 
January  1977  issue  of  this  bulletin,  I have  had  the  opportunity  to 
examine  smother  coin  of  this  general  type.  Even  though  it  is  only 
partly  struck  it  is  worth  being  published  because  of  its  exception- 
ally large  diameter  for  an  Indian  copper  coin  which  wasn't  struck  as 
a Nazrana,  or  presentation  piece . The  diameter  is  35 • 5mm  and  the 
weight  is  12,2  grams. 


It  belongs  to  the  same  general  group  that  I've  called  Type  l8  and 
resembles  plates  #28-29  in  the  January,  1976  article  (NIB,  p.22) 
and  plates  #16-19  in  the  January,  1977  article  (NIB,  p.25).  The 
obverse  symbol(s),  if  any,  is  not  visible  but  from  what  can  be  seen, 
does  not  appear  to  be  the  same  as  any  that  I've  published  previously 
For  the  first  time,  the  reverse  legend  to  the  left  of  the  "Raiz" 
mark  is  visible  but  'unfortunately  the  bottom  portion  of  the  legend 
where,  presumably,  the  mint  name  should  be  is  not  struck  so  the  mint 
city  for  this  class  of  coins  is  still  unknown. 


The  coin  was  double  struck.  Small  portions  of  the  first  strike  are 
legible  at  the  right  of  the  obverse  and  the  top  left  of  the  reverse. 


WE  GOOFED  — Revisited 


We  reported  problems  at  the  bindery  last  month  for  the  January  issue 
Apparently,  the  problems  have  not  been  corrected  as  we  now  have  a 
member  who  informed  us  that  the  April  issue  had  2 pages  of  109, 

110,  123,  12#  and  no  page  of  107,108,125,126.  Check  your  copy  and 
if  you  need  substitute  pages,  drop  a note  to  us  in  Dallas  and  we 
will  get  the  correct  pages  off  to  you. 

Sorry  for  the  goofs.  Perhaps  we  have  things  straightened  out  now. 
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CONTENTS  OF  THE  NI  REFERENCE  COLLECTION  (Continued  from  last  month); 

Only  coins  grading  Fine  or  better  are  being  listed  in  this  continu- 
ing inventory  of  the  NI  Reference  Collection,,  Members  are  invited 
to  donate  any  issues  not  listed.  Members  desiring  to  borrow  coins 
from  the  collection  for  research  purposes,  lecture  use,  non-compet- 
itive displays,  or  any  other  reasons,  may  do  so  by  paying  postage 
and  insurance  both  ways. 

(Note:  The  best  specimen  of  each  issue  and  variety  received  is  re- 

tained for  the  collection,  while  duplicates  will  be  sold  or  put  to 
other  uses  to  offset  the  expenses  of  maintaining  the  collection.) 

NORWAY:  Y2  - 1867;  Y19  - I89I;  Y20  - 1902;  Y21  - 1902;  Y22  - 1898; 

Y30  - 1905;  Y32  - 1907;  Y35  - 1912,  1941,  1948,  1950;  Y36  - 
1931,  1946,  1947,  1950;  Y36a  - 1919;  Y37  - 1916;  Y37a  - 1919; 
Y33  - 1919;  Y39  - 1909,  1913;  y47  - 1921;  Y49  - 1924,  1926, 

1937,  1941,  1947;  Y50  - 1927,  1939;  Y51  - 1947;  Y52  - 1925, 

1946;  Y54  - 1944;  Y57  - 1943;  Y59  - 1954,  1957;  Y60  - 1952, 

1957;  Y6l  - 1954,  1955;  Y62  - 1952,  1954,  1955,  1957;  Y63  - 

1953;  Y64  - 1953;  Y65  - 1957;  Y66  - 1963,  1964,  1971;  Y67a  - 

1962,  1963,  1964,  1967,  1971;  Y68  - i960,  1963,  1964,  1971, 

1972;  Y69a  - 1961,  1962,  1963,  1965,  1966,  1968,  1969,  1972, 
1973;  Y70  - 1959,  1962,  1967,  1973;  Y71  - 1963,  1967,  1968, 

1969;  Yf2  - 1970,  1971;  Y73  - 1964;  Y74  - 1964;  Y76  - 1973, 

1974,  1975;  Y78  - 1974;  Y79  - 1974;  Y80  - 1974. 


OMAN : 

Muscat  & Oman:  Y3  - 1315;  Y16  - 1381;  Y19  - 1390;  Y21  - 1390; 

Y22  - 1390. 

PAKISTAN:  Y1  - 1949;  Y2  - 195I;  Y3  - 1948,  I95I;  Y3a  - 1950;  Y5  - 
1948,  1951;  y6  - 1951;  Y7  - 1948;  y8  - 1956;  Y9  - 1955,  1957; 
Y10  - 1955;  Yll  - 1953;  Y12  - 1953;  Y13a  - 1962;  Y15  - 1961; 
Y15a  - 1961;  Y16  - 1963;  Y17  - 1964;  Y19  - 1964;  Yl9a  - 1968; 
Y20  - 1965;  Y2l  - 1965;  Y22  - 1967,  1971;  Y27  - 1974;  Y28  - 
1974. 

PANAMA:  Y1  - 1907;  Y2  - 1907;  Y2a  - 1916;  Y3  - 1929;  Y4  - 1932;  Y5- 

1904;  Y6  - 1904;  Y7  - 1904;  y8  - 1904;  Y10  - 1935,  1937;  Yll  - 
1940;  Y12  - 1940;  Y13  - 1931,  1947,  1962;  Y13a  - 1966,  1968, 

1970;  Yl4  - 1947,  1962;  Yl4a  - 1966;  Y15  - 1947;  Y15a  - 1966, 

1967,  1968,  1970 ; Y16  - 1934;  Y17  - 1953;  Yl8  - 1953;  Y19  - 

1953;  Y20  - 1953;  Y22  - 1961,  1962,  1967,  1968,  1974;  Y23  - 

1961;  Y23a  - 19 66,  1968,  1970;  Y24  - 196I;  Y25  - 1961;  Y28  - 
1970;  Y3l  - 1973;  Y32  - 1972;  Y34  - 1975;  Y36  - 1975. 

PAPUA  NEW  GUINEA: 

New  Guinea:  Y5  - 1935,  1936;  Y6  - 1936;  Y10  - 1938,  1945- 

Papua  New  Guinea:  Y1  - 1975;  Y2  - 1975;  Y3  - 1975;  Y4  - 1975; 

Y5  - 1975;  Y6  - 1975- 

PARAGUAY:  Y7  - 1903;  Y12  - 1925;  Y13  - 1925;  Yl4  - 1925;  Y15  - 1939; 
Y16  - 1939;  Y20  - 1950;  Y21  - 1947;  Y22  - 1947;  Y25  - 1953;  Y26 
- 1953;  Y27  - 1953;  Y28  - 1953. 

(To  be  continued) 
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IDENTIFICATION,  Please? 


W.  B.  "Bud"  Butterworth,  2115  West  Long  17th,  No.  Little  Rock,  Ark. 
72114  requests  information  on  the  following: 

A silver  piece  that  is  almost  identical  to  the  Dutch 
Halve  Leeuwendaalder ' s (l/2  Lion  Daalder)  but  with  an 
'obverse  legend  reading  - M0xCAMxAVS/35xS0LxC  COMxCO. 

There  is  a die  break  between  C and  COM  at  about  9 o’clock. 

The  reverse  (with  the  lion)  has  the  standard  legend  - 
CONFIDENS  DNO  NON  MOVETVR. 

If  anyone  can  help  on  this,  please  drop  Bud  a note  and  send  a copy 
to  the  editor  for  inclusion  in  a later  issue  of  this  publication. 


Irving  Berlin  (address  in  care  of  Nl)  requests  information  on  the 
following  Haiti  piece: 

Haiti  50  Centimes,  Craig  #36,  dated  AN  35j  struck  in  brass 
rather  than  silver. 

If  anyone  has  information  on  this  piece,  please  advise  Irving 
direct  and  send  a copy  to  the  editor  as  above.  He  suspects  the 
piece  may  be  a pattern. 


In  a recent  poundage  of  Indian  copper  dumps,  I 
have  found  a number  of  curious  objects.  One  is 
a copper  piece  as  illustrated.  The  obverse, 
illustrated  to  left,  is  very  slightly  convex. 

The  incised  lines  are  fairly  deeply  cut,  including 
the  circle  within  which  the  symbols  are  framed. 

The  reverse  is  flat  and  does  not  show  any  signs 
of  there  ever  having  been  a design.  Neither  side 
shows  any  real  signs  of  wear.  From  its  condition  and  association 
I assume  it  had  been  passing  as  a copper  coin,  since  there  are  many 
about  that  size.  I am  wondering  whether  it  was  intended  as  some 
kind  of  seal?  If  any  one  can  give  me  any  suggestions  or  help,  I 
should  be  grateful. 


I.  C.  G.  Campbell 
R.  R.  Box  200  G.  G. 
Weeping  Water,  NE  68463 


Following  is  a photo  of  the  obverse  and  reverse  of  an  unlisted  token 
from  Puerto  Rico.  This  photograph  was  submitted  by  Peter  J.  Coles, 

P.  0.  Box  49061,  Atlanta,  Georgia  30359*  who  asked  we  publish  it 
for  the  interest  of  other  NI  members  collecting  this  area  of  interest. 

Member  Cole  stated  that  D.  Vaia,  author  of  a new  book  on  Puerto  Rico 
tokens,  has  researched  the  token  for  him  and  confirms  that  it  is 
unlisted  in  any  references  known  to  him.  He  talked  to  people  who 
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remembered  the  store  which  issued  the  token. 


Obverse  - Outer  legend: 
Inner  legend: 


PROVISIONES.  QUINCALLA'Y'MERCANCIAS 
DE  *TODAS . PROCEDENC IAS 


Reverse  - Outer  legend: 
Inner  legend: 


CALIXTO- CARRERA.  SABANA- GRANDE  *P.R 
PRECIOS.  EQUITATIVOS 


NEW  ISSUES  (Continued  from  page  lU7): 

FIJI 

Y36  1 Cent  1977,  Bronze  (l7.5™n),  F.A.O.  Coinage 

*Y37  10  Dollars  1977,  .925  Silver  (40mm),  Queen's  Silver  Jubilee 

INDIA 

*Y109  10  Rupees  1976,  Cupro-Nickel  (38mm),  54b  F.A.O.  Coinage 

*Y110  50  Rupees  1976,  .500  Silver  (44mm),  54h  F.A.O.  Coinage 


ISLE  OF  MAN 

Y24  l/2  Penny  1977,  Bronze  ( 17.2mm),  F.A.O.  Coinage 

ISRAEL 

*YSl  25  Pounds  1977,  .500  Silver  (34mm),  29th  Anniv.  of  Independence 


PAKISTAN 

Y38  1 Rupee  1977,  Cupro-Nickel  (27. 5™)*  Islamic  Summit  Minar 
*Y39  100  Rupees  1977,  *925  Silver  (36mm),  Islamic  Summit  Minar 
*Y40  1000  Rupees  1977,  .9167  Gold  (25mm),  Islamic  Summit  Minar 


PAPAU  NEW  GUINEA 

*Y11  10  Kina  1977,  Cupro-Nickel  (45mm),  Queen's  Silver  Jubilee 

*Ylla  10  Kina  1977,  .925  Silver  (45mm),  Queen's  Silver  Jubilee 


PHILIPPINES 

*Y67  5000  Piso  1977,  *900  Gold  (50mm),  54b  Anniv.  New  Society 

ST.  THOMAS  AND  PRINCE  ISLANDS 

Y22  50  Centimos  1977,  BrasB  (17mm),  F.A.O.  Coinage 

Y23  1 Dobra  1977,  Brass  (20mm),  F.A.O.  Coinage 

Y24  2 Dobras  1977,  Cupro-Nickel  (18.5mm),  F.A.O.  Coinage 

Y25  5 Dobras  1977,  Cupro-Nickel  (23mm),  F.A.O.  Coinage 

Y26  10  Dobras  1977,  Cupro-Nickel  (26mm),  F.A.O.  Coinage 

Y27  20  Dobras  1977,  Cupro-Nickel  (29mm),  F.A.O.  Coinage 

SAN  MARINO 

*Y59  1 Scudo  1976,  .9167  Gold  (16mm) 

*Y60  2 Scudi  1976,  .9167  Gold  (21ram) 
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NEW  TYPEWRITER  FOR  NI  TO  IMPROVE  BULLETIN  QUALITY  SHORTLY 


Hopefully,  by  the  time  you  are  reading  this  our  new  Remington  Rand 
Selectric  typewriter  will  have  arrived  and  you  will  see  an  improved 
typeface  in  the  future  issues  of  the  NI  Bulletin.  It  was  ordered  in 
February  and  is  scheduled  to  arrive  in  late  April  or  early  May. 

For  those  of  you  not  familiar  with  this  typewriter,  it  is  identical 
to  the  IBM  Selectric  and  has  the  capability  of  using  various  types 
of  type  balls,  which  are  easily  inter-changed.  We  have  ordered,  in 
addition  to  the  standard  type  ball,  tri-lingual,  library,  German  and 
Greek  type  balls,  plus  italic  which  will  be  invaluable  for  book 
titles  and  other  uses . If  demand  is  sufficient,  we  can  add  many 
other  styles  of  type-balls  which  will  enable  us  to  present  finish 
copy  in  about  any  style  in  use  in  most  parts  of  the  world. 

Over  the  past  several  months,  we  have  at  times,  in  the  native  langu- 
age, asked  members  of  various  nationalities  to  submit  articles  in 
their  own  language  in  instances  where  English  translation  is  a prob- 
lem. We  have  compiled  a list  of  translators  who  are  willing  to  do 
translation  of  these  articles  into  English  for  publication.  Perhaps 
with  the  new  typewriter  (where  reproduction  can  be  duplicated)  more 
of  our  non -English  speaking  members  will  take  advantage  of  our  offer 
to  translate  their  native -tongue -written  articles.  We  at  present 
have  volunteer  translatorsfor  Afrikaans,  Dutch,  French,  German, 
Hungarian,  Italian  and  Spanish. 

Below  are  examples  of  the  special  type  balls  we  have  available  for 
use  in  future  NI  Bulletin's,  and  more  will  be  added  as  necessary. 

LIBRARY  ELITE  72  - 12  pitch 

*”/C □-&* ( )_~QWERTYUIOP~ASDFGHJKL : vZXCVBNM , . ~ 
23^56789?-iqwertyuiop“asdfghjkl ;^zxcvbnm, .w 


PRESTIGE  ELITE  72  - 12  pitch 

1 e "'(/)-% : iiO  QWERTY  UlOPt)  AS  DFGH  JKL  " $ ZXC  VB  NM_?  Q 
i234567890goqwertyuiopiiasdf ghjkl^szxcvbnm, . 5 

TRI/LING  - PRESTIGE  ELITE  72  - 12  pitch 

| "£$%*+?  ()_=QWERTYUIOP'ASDFGHJKL*f"ZXCVBNM'  / : 
6234567890-gqwertyuiop'asdf ghjkln~zxcvbnm, . ; 

SCRIBE  - 12  pitch 

+"%$£?/'(  )_T&*EPTY9lOlTAIA'J>rH5KA  , ' ZXH'GBNM  : 
1234  567890-t  = septuSloh  *ota6<pYn£xA~  ’ , • ' 
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BOOK  REVIEWS 

The  Early  Gistophoric  Coinage,  by  Fred  S.  Kleiner  and  Sydney  P.  Noe, 
Numismatic  Studies  Number  lk.  American  Numismatic  Society,  New  York. 
129  pages,  38  plates,  cloth  bound.  $22.00,  plus  postage. 

This  study  by  Fred  S.  Kleiner,  based  on  preliminary  work  by  Sydney 
P.  Noe,  clarifies  the  nature  of  the  early  cistophoric  coinage  of  Asia 
Minor.  Traditionally,  the  cistophori  have  been  considered  as  a 
federal  currency,  issued  by  independent  mints,  one  located  in  each 
of  the  cities  whose  ethnic  appears  on  the  reverses  (Pergamum, 

Ephesus,  Tralles,  Sardes,  Synnada,  Apameia,  and  Laodiceie).  In 
recent  years,  the  role  of  the  Attalids  of  Pergamum  in  the  creation 
of  the  cistophorus  has  been  increasingly  emphasized,  yet  the  concept 
of  a partnership  still  lingers. 

A study  of  the  dies  employed  in  striking  the  cistophori  has  revealed 
that  several  obverse  dies  were  shared  by  two  or  more  cities  and  that 
before  128  B.C.  only  three  mints  were  in  operation,  the  royal  mint 
at  Pergamum  and  its  two  subsidiary  mints  at  Ephesus  and  Tralles,  the 
latter  largely  responsible  for  the  production  of  didrachms  and 
drachms  for  the  Attalid  kingdom.  The  cistophori  can  therefore  no 
longer  be  considered  as  federal  issues;  they  are  the  silver  coins 
struck  by  and  for  the  king  of  Pergamum  from  bullion  provided  by  the 
royal  treasury.  The  obverse  and  reverse  types  celebrate  Dionysis 
and  Heracles,  the  two  dieties  from  whom  the  Attalids  claimed  descent. 

Following  a chapter  devoted  to  the  exact  dating  of  the  beginning  of 
the  cistophoric  coinage  to  166  B.C.,  the  main  section  of  the  book  is 
devoted  to  a corpus  of  the  issues  of  each  city  for  the  period  166- 
123  B.C.  A separate  chapter  is  devoted  to  a conspectus  of  all 
hoards  containing  cistophori. 

(Associate  and  Corresponding  Members  of  the  ANS  may  order  single 
copies  at  the  members'  discount  price  of  $16.85  ($16. 50  plus  .35 
for  handling),  if  the  order  is  received  by  the  Society  before 
June  15,  19T7-) 


Review  by  the  publisher. 


The  Coins  of  the  British  Commonwealth  of  Nations  (to  1952).  Pt.  k. 
India~  Vol.  1.  East  India  Company  Presidency  Series.  C.l6$2-l8'35« 

F.  PridmoreT  Spink  & Son.  London.  1975 • £30.  275  P«  6 maps  (5 

in  color).  6 p.  tables. 

A good  many  groups  of  coin  collectors  will  welcome  this  superb  book. 
Rather  expensive,  it  is  a lovely  book  to  own  with  its  excellent 
paper  and  printing.  It  is  also  a joy  to  have  a coin  catalogue  in 
which  the  illustrations  are  worked  in,  so  to  speak,  along  with  the 
text.  Each  section  has  a detailed  introduction  which  includes  not 
only  a brief  historical  outline,  but  a detailed  historical  account 
of  the  various  denominations,  information  about  the  mints  and  every 
area  of  numismatic  information.  Like  all  of  Major  Pridmore's  cata- 
logues it  has  entailed  a massive  amount  of  research  amongst  historical 
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records.  But  the  results  are  not  just  a heavy  tome  which  few  hut 
scholars  might  wish  to  tackle.  The  information  is  presented  with 
precision  and  clarity  - like  the  other  Pridmore  catalogues  - which 
make  the  catalogue  easy  to  use,  even  for  the  veriest  novice.  One 
cannot  help  but  feel  that  only  a life  time  of  coin  collecting,  re- 
search and  studying  have  made  possible  the  presentation  in  so  read- 
able a form,  not  only  of  so  much  knowledge,  but  also  so  complex  a 
series. 

For  these  collectors  who  are  not  British  Commonwealth  specialists, 
the  specific  areas  with  which  Major  Pridmore  deals  are  those  covered 
by  the  Madras  Presidency,  including  Tegnapatam,  Negapatam  and  North- 
ern Circarsj  the  Bombay  Presidency,  the  Malabar  Area  Coast,  the 
Bengal  Presidency  and  miscellaneous  mints  of  the  East  India  Co. 

Since  the  beginning  of  British  relations  in  India  were  with  the 
Mughals  - whose  Empire  Britain  finally  replaced  and  extinguished  - 
many  of  the  coins,  particularly  the  later  ones,  are  Islamic  in 
nature.  They  reflect  the  beauty  of  the  Persian-Mughal  style  and  no 
Islamic  collection  would  be  complete  without  a good  selection.  The 
early  coins  issued  were  small  and  crude  but  with  the  advent  of  the 
19th  century,  many  pieces  are  not  only  well  struck,  but  also  beauti- 
ful. 

Not  only  did  the  British  adopt  the  Mughal  standards  but  their  im- 
portant supply  of  vast  quantities  of  bullion  and  other  metals  for 
coinage  had  a great  deal  to  do  with  the  prosperity  of  the  East 
India  Company,  but  also  with  the  gradually  increasing  measure  of 
British  control.  The  coinage  of  the  Company  is  thus  an  extremely 
important  section  of  the  huge  history  of  coinage  in  the  Indian  sub- 
continent . 

I have  no  hesitation  in  recommending  this  book  to  collectors,  whether 
they  wish  something  merely  for  identifying  pieces  they  may  acquire, 
or  whether  they  wish  to  know  as  well,  the  history  and  the  background 
of  their  specimens . 


Reviewed  by  I.  C.  G.  Campbell 


Coins  of  the  Indo.  Scythians,  Sakas  and  Kushans.  Sir  Alexander 
Cunningham.  Originals  1888/ 93 „ In  the  Numismatic  Chronicle.  Vol. 
VIII.  p.  199-248,  p.  47/58  XII.  40/82. 

This  is  one  of  the  better  Indian  reprints,  hard  cover,  better  paper 
and  the  plates  are  almost  as  good  as  the  originals.  It  is  a book 
for  the  expert,  the  specialist,  or  the  collector  of  Indian  gold, 
specifically  the  Kushans  and  their  fore-runners. 

Beside  being  a coin  collector,  Cunningham  was  a man  of  vast  eru- 
dition, with  a scholar’s  knowledge  of  many  langagues  (including 
Sanskrit,  Greek  and  several  Indian  tongues).  He  spent  a life  time 
in  India  so  that  he  was  intimately  acquainted  with  its  thought  and 
every  area  of  coin  collecting. 

Much  of  his  text  is  taken  up  with  arguments  and  discussions  of 
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names,  who  the  various  kings  were,  and  so  on.  Kushan  history  is 
known  to  us  in  the  main,  through  the  historical  records  of  other 
peoples,  Chinese,  Greek,  Roman.  Inevitably  all  the  names  have  suf- 
fered greatly  in  the  transliteration  with  the  result  that  the  names  - 
in  Greek  on  the  coins  - need  explaining,  rather  than  helping  to  ex- 
plain the  history.  All  of  this  is  of  interest  to  the  scholar  and 
historian,  rather  than  to  the  average  numismatist.  However,  in  view 
of  the  scarcity  of  material  on  the  Kushans  - Mitchiner's  volumes  only 
just  becoming  available  and  being  very  costly,  - this  is  a most 
useful  work.  There  are  a total  of  2b  plates. 

As  the  bulk  of  the  Kushan  coinage  was  gold,  that  receives  the  most 
attention.  While  there  was  an  enormous  quantity  of  copper  coins 
struck  and  which  circulated  for  many  years,  very  little  attention 
has  been  paid  to  it.  In  comparison  with  the  gold,  there  are  few 
varieties  and  these  are  usually  well  worn.  Unfortunately  there  is 
no  attention  or  space  given  to  the  later  Kushan  copper  when  it  be- 
came degenerate,  or  to  its  successors  which  show  the  extraordinary 
influence  the  Kushan  coinage  had  in  its  area  and  neighborhood. 
However,  perhaps  it  is  not  so  strange  when  one  remembers  that  for  a 
relatively  long  period  the  Kushans  were  the  middle  men  between  the 
Roman  Empire  and  the  east.  For  these  periods  this  book  is  essential 
to  collectors,  along  with  the  volumes  of  Mitchiner  and  Rosenfield. 

Its  inexpensive  nature  probably  makes  its  acquisition  worthwhile 
for  the  ordinary  collector  of  Indo-Greek  and/or  Indian  coins.  Most 
certainly  if  one  collects  gold.  It  is  also  helpful  with  the  bronze. 
Dr.  P.  L.  Gupta  believes  there  was  (is)  no  genuine  Kushan  silver 
struck. 


Reviewed  by  I.  C.  G.  Campbell 


Sasanian  Numismatics,  by  Robert  GiJbl.  Vol.  I in  a series  of  Manuals 
of  Middle  Asian  Numismatics.  16  Minting  Tables  and  16  plates  (ob.  & 
rev.  127  coins).  Published  by  Klinkhardt  & Biermann  of  Germany. 

1971-  English  translation  by  Paul  Severin,  Vienna.  £12  from  B.A. 
Seaby  Ltd.,  London.  Text  and  index.  97  pages.  Hard  cover. 


An  early  Sasanian  coin. 
Hormizd  II.  303-309- 
The  classical  Fire  Altar  and 
two  attendants. 


Arab  Sasanian  Coin. 
(Ubaidallah  Ibn  Ziyad  A.H.62  - 
A.D.68l).  Style  of  the  later 
Sasanian  dirhams  and  what  is 
usually  referred  to  as  a'typical" 
Sasanian  coin. 
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Sasanian  numismatics  is  justly  a field  of  its  own.  It  has  not  been 
a particularly  "popular"  field  for  coin  collectors  in  general  be- 
cause at  first  sight  the  rather  large,  thin,  flat  coins  look  all 
alike.  In  point  of  fact,  they  are  anything  but  that.  They  provide 
a field  for  the  scholar  or  the  specialist  who  likes  studying,  and 
looking  for,  details.  However,  until  this  volume  appeared  with  its 
16  tables  of  superb  details,  this  was  well  nigh  impossible  for  the 
layman.  It  is  still  a good  field  for  the  ordinary  numismatist  to 
enter  for  many  of  the  silver  coins  are  very  reasonably  priced  while 
this  manual  makes  collecting  relatively  easy,  as  well  as  very  inter- 
esting. 

Beyond  this,  Sasanian  numismatics  is  an  essential  field  to  any  one 
collecting,  or  studying,  the  coinage  of  Persia.  Because  of  its  geo- 
graphical situation,  however,  the  influence  of  the  Sasanian  coinage 
is  of  the  utmost  importance  to  the  study  of  early  and  medieval  Indian 
coinage.  While  it  is  true  fire  worship,  the  degenerated  faith  of 
Zorastrianism  is  still  found  in  modem  India  amongst  those  folk  we 
know  as  the  Parsis,  (corruption:  Persis).  The  fire  altar  design, 

which  in  some  form  or  other  is  always  found  on  Sasanian  coins  (it  was 
the  official  religion),  becomes,  finally  very  degenerate,  and  is 
also  found  on  many  Indian  coins.  The  best  knownof  these  types,  also 
the  commonest,  is  the  "Gadhiya  paisa". 


Stylized  fire  altar  found  on  re- 
verses of  copper  coins  which 
Cunningham  considered  were  the 
currency  of  the  Punjab  and  Raj- 
putana  500-800  A.D.  However,  I 
believe  there  are  some  scholars 
who  consider  this  may  be  a de- 
based lettering. 

But  as  the  Sasanian  Empire  was  a part  of  the  East-West  struggle  which 
has  now  been  going  on  for  some  3000  years,  it  also  influenced  other 
currencies;  thus  the  coinage  of  its  early  Islamic  conquerors,  just 
as  earlier  the  coinage  of  Alexander  the  Great  affected  the  Iranian 
and  Indian  coinage. 


A fairly  typical  Gadhiya  Paisa 
showing  the  "head"  on  the  obverse. 
On  the  reverse  is  the  stylized 
fire  altar,  consisting  of  lines 
and  dots.  There  is  an  infinite 
variety  of  types. 


It  also  affected  the  Byzantine  coinage,  in  two  different  ways.  Thus, 
the  appallingly  struck  coinage  of  Heraclius,  and  his  immediate  suc- 
cessors was  the  direct  result  of  the  protracted  war  between  Persia 
and  the  West  which  began  with  the  defeat  of  Crassus  in  53  B.C.,  the 
humiliating  defeat  and  death  in  captivity  of  Valerianus,  and  the  con- 
quest of  Alexandria  (Egypt)  by  Khushru 

11  from  Heraclius  in  6l8  A.D.  In 
fact  one  of  the  historically  most 
interesting  coins  of  which  I know  was 
illustrated  in  Seaby’s  Coin  and  Medal 
Bulletin  for  January  1977*  It  is  a 

12  nummi  of  Alexandria,  well  struck 
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in  the  traditional  style,  and  clear  (photo  on  previous  page).  The 
reverse,  however,  is  quite  unusual.  It  shows  a frontal  picture  of 
the  Emperor  (more  like  Phocas  than  Heraclius)  whose  crown  is  sur- 
mounted by  a crescent,  but  with  a cross  within  it.  (Sear  856. 

D.O.  192.). 

This  digression,  not  expected  in  a review,  is  simply  to  show  the 
significance  and  importance  of  Sasanian  numismatics  for  scholars, 
and  collectors  in  other  fields.  The  plates  are  superb,  thanks  to 
perfect  specimens,  modem  photography  and  printing.  There  is  an 
excellent  map,  showing  the  generally  accepted  minting  cities,  and 
the  relationship  of  the  Sasanian  Empire  to  the  surrounding  countries. 
The  family  tree  shows  only  the  relationships  (and  dates)  of  the  mem- 
bers of  the  royal  dynasty  who  ruled.  The  coins  illustrated  are 
listed  by  ruler,  denomination,  combination  and  the  whereabouts  of 
the  specific  types.  In  fact  one  fifth  of  the  manual  (Sections  1-24) 
deal  with  the  coin  types  which  are  the  basic  structure  of  the  book 
and  which  the  coins  shown,  themselves  illustrate.  In  fact.  Professor 
G8bl,  an  exceedingly  distinguished  scholar  of  Central  Asia,  was  the 
first  to  reconstruct  the  typological  system  which  his  hand-drawn 
tables  represent. 

The  original  German  edition  appeared  in  1968  so  that  this  English 
edition  incorporates  new  material,  particularly  from  the  Hermitage 
Museum  Collection. 

Other  sections  of  the  text  deal  with  the  denominations,  the  mints 
and  their  organizations,  their  techniques.  There  is  an  interesting 
page  on  countermarks,  as  well  as  other  valuable  numismatic  information. 
There  is  a detailed  bibliography. 

I was  particularly  impressed  by  the  section  on  modem  forgeries  (also 
a page  of  plates).  I hope  this  is  a modem  trend  in  numismatic  cata- 
logues for  Dr.  Mitchiner  has  done  the  same  in  his  Indo-Greek  series. 
Indeed  this  section  is  so  valuable,  as  well  as  applicable  to  other 
coinages  which  use  scripts  not  commonly  known  today,  that  I would 
like  to  quote  the  following  passages  from  pages  60/61: 

"...they  betray  themselves,  repeatedly  and  inevitably,  by 
stylistic  and  technical  details,  mistakes  which  forgers 
will  always  make,  even  if  they  keep  informed  of  the  latest 
developments  of  research;  but  this  is  exactly  what  they 
generously  fail  to  do,  despite  the  fact  that  more  and  more 
publications  are  printed.  ...Quite  a few  of  them  are  kept 
in  the  Paris  Cabinet  ...  approximate  date  of  their  manu- 
facture and  their  place  of  origin  can  be  ascertained  sole- 
ly by  the  date  on  which  they  were  purchased.  ...  The  writ- 
ing is  one  criterion  which  no  forger  has  ever  been  able  to 
copy  without  anybody  noticing  it  immediately.  ...  A similar 
situation  has  been  observed  in  other  instances,  such  as 
in  toreutics.  It  is  this  phenomenon,  as  well  as  the  scien- 
tific reconstruction  of  the  ancient  minting  system,  through 
which  any  kind  of  forgery  will  be  bound  to  fail  in  future; 
for  what  has  so  far  been  forged  can  be  easily  detected, 
and  as  regards  future  counterfeiting  we  are  protected  in 
different  ways.  ...  The  forgers  counted  on  the  people  ig- 
noring the  writing  and  the  language,  and  justly  so  until 
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very  recently,.  The  ambiguity  of  the  Pahlavi  letters,  which 
offers  plenty  of  speculative  linguistic  interpretations, 
makes  the  legend  readable  for  beginners  - well  - somehow. 

. . . One  of  the  mistakes,  which  is  a unique  example  of  lack 
of  understanding,  is  the  multiplication  of  legends  after 
several  pieces  have  been  coined  with  one  die  only.  The 
often  raised  objection  that  it  is  unwise  to  impart  the 
knowledge  of  characteristic  forgery  traits  to  anyone  inter- 
ested in  order  that  the  forger  may  be  warned  can  be  invali- 
dated  very  easily.  The  forger  has  lived  in  modern  times, 
and  the  greatest  technical  achievements,  even  if  he  has 
acquired  a perfect  command  of  them,  will  not  prevent  him 
from  making  mistakes  which  a Sasanian  contemporary  would 
not  have  been  able  to.  It  goes  without  saying  that  these 
traits  do  not  alone  lead  to  the  identification  of  a counter- 
feit piece.  A clever  'witch  hunter'  will  always  keep 
certain  'arcana  imperii'  a secret." 

In  relation  to  the  Pahlavi  alphabet  and  letters,  as  well  as  the 
various  legends,  I wish  that  some  collector  would  do  for  the  Sasan- 
ian coinage  what  John  Deyell  has  done  for  the  Gupta  and  other  coin- 
ages of  India.  Add  to  this,  enlarged  drawings  of  several  coins  - 
with  differing  legends,  to  show  what  the  letters  are,  how  they 
should  be,  and  what  they  read,  or  should  read. 

Reviewed  by  I.  C.  G.  Campbell 


The  Coinage  of  the  Knights  in  Malta,  by  Felice  Restelli  and  Joseph 
C.  Sammut.  2 Volumes.  Published  by  Emmanuel  Said,  P.  0.  Box  345* 

32  Britannia  Street,  Valletta,  Malta.  Vol.  I - 220  pp.,  Vol.  II  - 
200  pp.,  9°  plates.  7 x 11,  hardbound.  $90-00  US  or  Canadian,  plus 
$8.00  for  airmail  or  $3*00  for  seamail. 

This  book  will  become  the  new  standard  reference  on  the  coinage  of 
the  Knights  in  Malta.  The  work  is  in  2 volumes  and  covers  the  coin- 
age of  the  Sovereign  Military  Hospitaller  Order  of  St.  John  of  Jerus- 
alem, of  Rhodes  and  of  Malta,  dealing  with  the  coins  struck  in  Malta 
by  the  Knights  during  their  268  year  rule  (1530-1798)  in  that  coun- 
try. The  work  describes  4-50  hitherto  unpublished  varieties  and  a 
number  of  new  type  coins  which  have  come  to  light  since  publication 
of  the  last  reference  work  on  this  subject  in  1908.  The  2 volume 
set  was  printed  in  Malta  and  released  on  March  16,  1977-  Only  1200 
copies  are  being  sold  to  the  public.  It  is  available  from  the  pub- 
lisher, who  is  the  leading  stamp  and  coin  dealer  in  Malta  as  well 
as  author  of  the  comprehensive  catalogue  on  the  coins  and  stamps  of 
that  country. 

Volume  I (220  pp.)  contains  an  outline  of  the  history  of  the  coinage 
of  the  Knights  in  Malta  and  a detailed  catalogue  of  all  known  coins, 
including  die  varieties  of  this  period.  Volume  II  (200  pp.,  90  pi.) 
contains  1460  photographs  of  coins  described  in  Volume  I.  The  plates 
are  printed  on  one  side  only  on  fairly  thick  paper. 

In  Volume  I the  coins  are  listed  and  numbered  separately  according 
to  the  Grand  Master  of  the  Order  of  St.  John  in  Malta  during  whose 
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period  in  office  they  were  issued.  A full  description  of  the  coat 
of  arms  of  each  Grand  Master  is  given  for  it  appears  on  most  coins 
issued  during  this  period  of  office.  The  coins  are  subdivided 
under  each  Grand  Master  by  metal  in  the  order:  gold,  silver,  cop- 

per and  under  each  metal  by  denomination.  Die  varieties  are  numb- 
ered separately,  described,  and  many  are  illustrated  in  Volume  II. 
For  each  type  coin  the  legend  and  a description  of  what  is  depicted 
on  both  sides  is  given.  In  addition  reference  is  given  to  a museum, 
private  collection,  sale  catalogue  or  other  numismatic  publication 
where  the  coin  may  be  found  as  well  as  reference  to  the  plate  in 
Volume  II  where  the  coin  is  illustrated.  A rarity  scale  based  on 
the  writers  exhaustive  research  in  existing  collections,  catalogues, 
and  reference  books  indicates  the  relative  scarcity  of  each  coin. 

The  writers  have  examined  many  private  collections  as  well  as  seven 
collections  in  European  museums  and  most  European  catalogus  and 
coin  lists  published  since  1895*  Special  attention  is  paid  to  giv- 
ing an  accurate  description  of  busts,  mottoes,  shields,  edge  decor- 
ations and  legends.  A 3-page  table  at  the  end  of  the  book  lists 
all  Grand  Masters.,  the  date  of  their  term  of  office,  and  the  denom- 
inations of  coins  struck  during  their  reign.  Coins  were  not  issued 
during  the  term  of  office  of  every  Grand  Master. 

The  photos  in  Volume  II  showing  the  obverse  and  reverse  sides  of 
1460  coins  are  sharp  and  a great  many  are  of  coins  in  the  mint  state 
or  very  close  to  it.  Photos  of  the  coins  are  shown  on  one  or  more 
plates  according  to  the  Grand  Master  under  whose  term  of  office  they 
were  issued;  each  coin  is  numbered  and  the  metal  is  indicated.  An 
index  refers  each  coin  illustrated  to  the  page  where  it  is  described 
in  Volume  I and  also  gives  the  denomination,  date  and  metal  of  the 
coin. 

This  work  seems  remarkably  comprehensive  and  must  have  entailed  a 
great  deal  of  meticulous  research  and  painstaking  work.  It  will 
now  become  the  standard  reference  on  the  subject  and  should  be  of 
great  aid  to  dealers  as  well  as  numismatists.  It  is  a must  for 
large  public  libraries. 

The  authors  are  well  qualified.  Count  Felice  Restelli  della  Fratta, 
Ambassador  of  the  Order  in  the  Republic  of  San  Marino,  has  perhaps 
the  best  private  collection  of  this  series  and  Joseph  C.  Sammut  is 
a well  known  numismatist  specializing  in  Maltese  coins. 

The  catalogue  is  easy  to  follow  and  very  highly  recommended  to  all 
interested  in  the  subject. 


Reviewed  by  Jerome  H.  Remick. 


Japanese  Invasion  Money  (5th  Edition  - 1977),  by  Arlie  R.  Slabaugh. 
Hewitt  Numismatic  Publications.  Chicago,  1977-  $2.00.  40  pp., 

illus.,  soft  cover. 

One  of  the  highlights  of  the  Chicago  International  Coin  Fair  this 
year  was  the  long-awaited  release  of  the  5th  edition  of  the  above 
book.  Published  by  Hewitt  as  part  of  Hewitt's  Numismatic  Inform- 
ation Series,  it  certainly  lives  up  to  that  billing.  As  a very 
reasonable  cost  of  $2.00,  the  book  belongs  in  the  library  of  every 
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paper  money  collector  and  World  War  II  history  buff 


The  5th  edition  appears  little  changed  from  the  4th,  published  in 
1971>  but  careful  inspection  reveals  many  changes  in  details,  es- 
pecially in  block  letters  reported  for  the  lower  denomination  notes 
and  in  note  values.  Several  new  varieties  are  included.  Unfortun- 
ately, due  to  conservatism  on  Mr.  Slabaugh's  part  and  the  long 
delay  between  completion  of  his  late  revisions  and  the  actual  print- 
ing, • several  varieties  recently  reported  are  not  integrated  into 
his  listings. 


It  is  refreshing,  in  a day  of  rapid  and  continuous  price  increases, 
to  find  that  several  formerly  scarce  notes  are  valued  according  to 
their  recent  increased  availability.  Of  course,  catalogers  do  not 
create  prices,  but  published  valuations  do  influence  the  market, 
and  reduced  values  help  dealers  and  collectors  alike  to  properly 
establish  prices  when  hordes  have  appeared. 


Readers  will  find,  however,  that  in  most  cases  even  the  common  notes 
have  shown  modest  value  increases,  and  scarce  and  rare  notes  are 
now  priced  in  the  tens  of  dollars  or  not  at  all.  Comparison  with 
the  4th  edition  is  very  helpful  in  determining  the  trend  of  the 
market  for  many  of  these  issues. 


Most  of  the  background  material  which  made  earlier  editions  of  the 
book  so  interesting  is  reprinted  without  change.  This  is  regrettable 
in  the  view  of  one  interested  in  the  development  of  historical 
analysis  of  this  period.  Many  formerly  classified  records  have  been 
released  from  government  archives  during  the  past  few  years,  and  I 
was  anticipating  new  material  on  the  "Secret  Money  War"  aspects  of 
the  Pacific  campaign.  Perhaps  a future  edition  will  be  able  to 
offer  us  more  on  this  subject.  There  are  certainly  many  'unanswered 
questions,  and  new  note  discoveries  seem  to  further  confound,  rather 
than  verify,  the  currently  published  explanations  of  Allied  counter- 
currency efforts. 


On  balance,  I have  to  conclude  the  J3M(5)  is  a minor  revision  of  the 
4th  edition,  but  that  should  not  deter  owners  of  the  4th  edition 
from  buying  it.  I’m  sure  that  there  are  also  many  collectors  who 
have  not  been  able  to  find  a copy  of  the  earlier  edition,  and  they 
should  certainly  obtain  the  new  release  as  soon  as  possible.  For 
a collector  just  becoming  interested  in  this  area  of  paper  money,  it 
will  be  the  best  $2.00  purchase  of  1977. 


The  above  book  should  be  available  from  your  favorite  dealer  or  may 
be  obtained  from  Fred  Schwan,  Box  157>  Portage,  Ohio  43451  at  $2.25 
which  includes  postage. 

Reviewed  by  Joseph  E.  Boling. 
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MEMBER  NOTICE  PAGE 

Gregory  G.  Brunk,  1022  Ora,  Waterloo,  Iowa  50701:  I am  trying  to 

complete  a listing  of  merchant  countermarks  and  would  like  to  obtain 
from  NI  members:  l)  lists  of  such  countermarks  in  their  collect- 

ions, and  2)  old  auction  catalogs  (for  which  I will  pay)  which  form 
the  basis  of  a research  project  on  these  pieces. 

Joel  Anderson,  U.  of  Santa  Clara,  Box  U76,  Santa  Clara,  Calif.  95053 : 

I am  looking  for  some  copper  medals  or  tokens  of  Napoleon  the  size 
of  a USA  quarter  or  half-dollar.  If  anyone  has  them  for  sale,  or 
any  information  about  them,  please  write.  Also,  if  you  have  inform- 
ation as  to  whether  they  exist,  please  write.  Also  am  interested 
in  purchasing  coins  of  Emperor  Napoleon. 

Walt  Jellum,  235  S.  Beach  Blvd.,  Sp.  #96,  Anaheim,  Calif.  9^804: 

I would  appreciate  information,  photo  copies,  etc.  about  Norwegian 
paper  money,  including  Spitsbergen  for  a possible  future  article. 

Need  1695  to  present. 

Tong  Yeu  Wan,  930  New  York  Ave.  N.W.,  Apt.  #1,  Washington,  D.C.  20001; 
WANTED:  Canadian  Dollars  - Y49  1953  WE,  1954,  1955;  1956,  1957  in 
XF  or  AU  condition.  Also  wanted  - Olympic  Games  Comm.,  Series  I,  H, 

IV,  V,  VI  and  VII  in  Encapsulated  or  Custom  Set.  Will  buy  or  trade. 

Dr.  P.  L.  Gupta,  J 12/15-R,  Bowliabag,  Ram  Katora,  VARANASI -22 1002, 
INDIA:  I would  welcome  correspondence  from  NI  members  on  matters  of 

Indian  numismatics  as  I enjoy  broadening  my  numismatic  contacts 
worldwide. 

Dwight  L.  Musser,  Box  305;  Ridge  Manor,  FL  33525:  Have  just  publish- 

ed  Notgeld  Newsletter  No.  6.  It  contains  a review  of  notgeld  cata- 
logues available.  Interested  collectors  can  obtain  a copy  by  sending 
a self-addressed  stamped  envelope. 

(Ed.:  This  page  is  free  for  members  use.  No  "for  sale"  accepted. 


NAPOLEON  DIDN'T  DO  IT1  (Continued  from  page  150) : 

When  Napoleon  decided  to  issue  his  own  coinage,  at  least  one  of  the 
mints  had  a large  inventory  of  the  2 decimes  pieces  which  had  never 
been  put  into  circulation.  With  the  idea  that  they  could  possibly 
be  salvaged,  one  or  more  sets  of  dies  was  prepared  with  the  Napoleon' 
ic  image,  to  see  if  the  pieces  could  be  restruck.  It  was  found  that 
muscle-powered  coining  presses  then  in  use  could  not  generate  enough 
impact  for  a successful  restriking. 

As  a result,  Napoleon  not  only  gave  up  the  overstrike  idea,  but 
abandoned  the  20  centime  denomination. 

Instead,  he  had  minted  a much  more  conveniently-sized  silver  25 
centime  piece,  which  is  one  of  my  favorite  denominations.  It  was 
called  a quartl 
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